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Lee-Tai, A. (2010). 
A place where 
sunflowers grow. 

Told from the view of a child in a 
Japanese internment camp during 
WWII as she and her family work 
together to keep hope alive. 

Bilingual story, also written in 
Japanese. Citizenship 
(legal/political meaning as well 
as character), perseverance, 
prejudice
(insider)

Levine, E. (2008). 
Henry's freedom 
box: A true story 
from the 
Underground 
Railroad.

Henry Brown mails himself to the 
North to escape slavery. A true story.

African American characters, 
slavery, Underground Railroad, 
perseverance and bravery
(outsider, true story)

Lord, M. (2008). A 
song for Cambodia.

True story of Arn Chorn-Pond who 
as a child under the Khmer Rouge 
regime was forced into a children’s 
work camp. He learned to play music
in the camp and after his escape, 
used his music to help rebuild the 
culture. 

Cambodian character. Topics of
war. Taking action to help. 
(outsider, however has adopted 
daughter from Cambodia)

Madrigal, A. H. 
(1999). Erandi's 
braids. 

Erandi’s birthday is coming but her 
mother needs a new fishing net. Her 
mother plans to sell her hair to the 
hair-buyers from the city but it is too
short so Erandi has to make a 
decision. 

Mexican characters and setting, 
needs vs. wants, responsibility
(insider)

Milway, K. S. 
(2008). One hen. 

Kojo uses a small loan to buy a hen. 
He sells the eggs and over time 
builds a farm and provides a 
livelihood for many. 

African characters from Ghana, 
perseverance, responsibility
(outsider, based on true events)

Mora, P. (1997). 
Tomas and the 
library lady. 

Tomas’s grandfather is a great 
storyteller but soon Tomas knows all
the stories by heart. Papa Grande 
encourages him to seek new stories 
at the library where he meets the 
library lady and discovers the 
wonders available in the books.

Mexican-American migrant 
workers, perseverance, 
curiosity
(insider)

Mora, P. (1999). 
The rainbow tulip. 

Stella loves her Mexican heritage but
at times finds it difficult to be 
different from the kids in her school. 
When she has her mama make a 
rainbow tulip for the May parade she
discovers that being different can 
also be exciting. 

Mexican and Mexican-
American culture. Diversity, 
respect, courage
(insider)

Myers, C. (2000). 
Wings. 

A new boy in school is different 
because he has wings so he is picked
on by everyone. One girl decides to 
speak up and comes to his defense. 

African American, diversity, 
acceptance, kindness, bullying
(insider)

Polacco, P. (1994). 
Mrs. Katz and Tush.

Larnel helps elderly Mrs. Katz when 
she adopts an abandoned kitten. 
They become friends and she shares 
stories of her past and her Jewish 
heritage. 

Jewish culture and traditions, 
African American main 
characters, friendship, respect, 
responsibility, perseverance, 
kindness
(insider/outsider)

Polacco, P. (1998). 
Thank you, Mr. 
Falker. 

Based on the author’s childhood 
struggles with reading. Patricia has 
made it to 4th grade without being 
able to read and meets a teacher who
finally figures out her secret. 

Learning differences, 
nontraditional families 
(divorced parents), bullying, 
perseverance, courage 
(insider/autobiographical)

Polacco, P. (2002). 
Christmas tapestry. 

Johnathan fears that the Christmas 
service in his father’s church will be 
ruined after a leak causes damage. A 
tapestry found in an antique store 
seems to the answer, but also turns 
out to be the key to a special miracle 
involving an elderly Holocaust 
survivor. 

Christmas, the Holocaust, 
kindness, responsibility, respect
(insider)

Polacco, P. (2009). 
In our mothers’ 
house. 

A story about a non-traditional 
family with adopted children and 
two mothers: revolves around the 
care and love in the family that can 
withstand the neighbor who does not
accept them. 

Non-traditional family (same-
sex parents, adoption), 
prejudice, kindness 
(outsider)

Polacco, P. (2009). 
January’s sparrow. 

Based on a true story of the 
Underground Railroad, the 
Crosswhites flee their slave masters 
and journey to Marshall, Michigan. 
A left behind toy arrives suddenly 
and raises fears that the slave 
catchers are close. The town rallies 
to protect the family and a beloved 
member rejoins them after being 
feared lost. 

African American history, 
slavery, Underground Railroad, 
perseverance, bravery, kindness
(outsider)

Polacco, P. (2010). 
The junkyard 
wonders. 

Sequel to Thank you Mr. Falker, 
continues the author’s own story of 
learning to read in a special 
education class. 

Learning differences, bullying, 
respect, perseverance, kindness
(insider/autobiographical)

Skarmeta, A., & 
Ruano, A. (2000). 
The composition. 

A young boy in a country struggling 
under a military dictatorship has to 
think fast when his class is asked to 
write about a normal night at home. 

Latino characters and country, 
dictatorship and resistance, 
perseverance
(insider)

Soto, G. (1996). 
Too many tamales. 

Maria and her cousins help to make 
the tamales for Christmas dinner 
when Maria realizes she has lost her 
mother’s ring, likely into the 
tamales! 

Hispanic characters and culture.
Responsibility and 
perseverance. 
(insider)

Tonatiuh, D. 
(2014). Separate is 
never equal: Sylvia 
Mendez and her 
family's fight for 
desegregation. 

True story of Sylvia Mendez and her 
family’s fight to end school 
segregation in California almost a 
decade before Brown vs. Board of 
Education

Mexican Americans, 
segregation, racism, prejudice, 
perseverance, fairness
(insider, true story)

Watts, J. (2016). A 
piece of home. 

Hee Jun’s family moves from Korea 
to West Virginia where he and his 
sister struggle to adjust in their new 
school. His grandmother too is 
homesick until a kind neighbor 
offers flower as a “piece of home” to
plant in the garden. 

Korean characters, 
immigration, 2nd language 
learning, kindness 
(outsider, illustrator Hyewon 
Yum is an insider)

Williams, K. L., & 
Mohammed, K. 
(2007). Four feet, 
two sandals. 

When Lina and Feroza both end up 
with one sandal off an aid truck in 
the refugee camp, they decide to 
share the pair. Their friendship 
develops and in the end is what is 
most important

Middle Eastern characters, 
refugees, war, charity, kindness,
cooperation
(outsider)

Williams, K. L., & 
Mohammed, K. 
(2009). My name is
Sangoel. 

When Sangoel and his mother and 
sister come to the US as refugees, 
everything is strange. Sangoel 
becomes frustrated as everyone 
mispronounces his name and 
considers taking on an American 
name but is reminded that this is the 
name of his father and grandfather. 
He solves his problem in a creative 
way. 

Sudanese characters. Refugee 
story. Respect, both for one’s 
own culture and towards 
another person. Highlights the 
importance of names. 
(outsider)

Williams, L. E. 
(2010). The can 
man. 

Tim wishes he had a skateboard but 
that is not in his family’s budget. He 
gets an idea when he sees The Can 
Man collecting empty cans and starts
to collect cans himself to earn money
for his skateboard. A chance meeting
with The Can Man changes his 
plans.

Homelessness, wants vs. needs, 
kindness, respect
(outsider)

Winter, J. (2005). 
The librarian of 
Basra: A true story 
from Iraq. 

A true story from Iraq. When war 
comes, the librarian of Basra fears 
the library and books will be 
destroyed and works to protect the 
thirty thousand books in her care. 

Strong female Iraqi character. 
Perseverance and courage 
(outsider, true story)

Winter, J. (2009). 
Nasreen’s secret 
school: A true story
from Afghanistan. 

A true story from Afghanistan. 
Nasreen’s parents disappear and 
Nasreen stops speaking, even to her 
grandmother. Her grandmother 
enrolls her in a secret school for girls
to provide her with hope. 

Strong female Afghan 
characters. Women’s/girl’s 
rights. Perseverance, courage
(outsider, true story)

Woodson, J. (2012).
Each kindness. 

The new student is rejected and 
isolated in this anti-bullying story 
that holds a very direct message to 
readers about the importance of each
kindness. 

Bullying, economic differences,
kindness
(outsider)

Yoo, P. (2014). 
Twenty-two cents: 
Muhammad Yunus 
and the village 
bank. 

In Bangladesh, young Muhammad 
Yunus saw plenty of poverty and 
grew to want to make a difference. 
As an adult, he tries to help a 
craftswoman and discovers the 
struggle of getting a small loan. He 
founds Grameen Bank to offer 
micro-loans which change the lives 
of many. True story. 

Poverty, economics, charity, 
kindness, respect
(outsider, true story)
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Appendix B

Sources for Multicultural Book Lists

Website Web address

The Anti-Defamation League: Books 
Matter

https://www.adl.org/education-and-
resources/resources-for-educators-parents-
families/childrens-literature

Center for the Study of Multicultural 
Children’s Literature

https://www.csmcl.org/

We Are Kid Lit Collective https://wtpsite.com/

Outstanding International Books List https://www.usbby.org/outstanding-international-
books-list.html

Jane Addams Peace Association 
Children's Book Awards

https://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward
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Appendix C

Sample Read-Aloud Questions for Engaging in Empathy Development

(Gordon, 2019, p. 111)

What is the narrator thinking and feeling? Try to take her perspective, looking at the food on 

the table. What does she mean "I can't imagine going hungry"? (One Candle) 

What does she mean, "I am tight inside myself"? (One Green Apple)

What feelings (emotions) do you see in the illustration where he just met Nancy? (Henry's 

Freedom Box)

How is Jeremy feeling with the shoes he was given by the counselor? (Those Shoes) 

What is the narrator thinking and feeling? Try to take her perspective, looking at the food on 

the table. What does she mean "I can't imagine going hungry"? (One Candle) 
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